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IFES Rethinking the Notion of South Korea Going Nuclear
FORUM (IFES FORUM NO. 2023-1)

Byong-Chul Lee 2023. 1. 30.

The idea of South Korea developing its own nuclear
weapons has been built up on the theory of “nuclear
deterrence” and the notion of having greater

independence in international negotiations.

However, some significant drawbacks and risks of
South Korea possessing nuclear weapons would include
potential for heightened tensions with countries
including China, North Korea, Japan and the United
States.

Also, as a signatory to the NPT, South Korea should
consider the potential sanctions or isolation from the
international community as well as the limitations of

sustaining the current diplomatic position.
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